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Ed ex cel  an d  BTEC Qu al i f i ca t ion s 

 

Edexcel and BTEC qualificat ions com e from  Pearson, the UK’s largest  awarding body. 

We provide a wide range of qualificat ions including academ ic, vocat ional, occupat ional 

and specific program m es for em ployers. For further inform at ion visit  our qualificat ions 

websites at  www.edexcel.com  or www.btec.co.uk. Alternat ively, you can get  in touch 

with us using the details on our contact  us page at  www.edexcel.com / contactus. 
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Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning com pany. Our aim  is to help 

everyone progress in their  lives through educat ion. We believe in every kind of 

learning, for all k inds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved 

in educat ion for over 150 years, and by working across 70 count r ies, in 100 

languages, we have built  an internat ional reputat ion for our com m itm ent  to high 

standards and raising achievem ent  through innovat ion in educat ion. Find out  m ore 

about  how we can help you and your students at :  www.pearson.com / uk 
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I n t er n at ion a l  GCSE Sp an ish  

 

Pap er  3  Sp eak in g   

 

Gen er a l  com m en t s 

 

Cent res are to be rem inded that  this is the final year of the current  

Specificat ion and from  Sum m er 2014 the oral will becom e a com pulsory 

com ponent  for the awarding of I nternat ional GCSE Spanish.  

Once m ore, there was an increase in the num ber of students entered for 

this com ponent  and m ost  of them  were well prepared for the dem ands of 

the oral exam inat ion. There were som e cent res that  failed to follow the 

rubric of the Specificat ion and, as such, often lim ited the perform ance of the 

students and their  subsequent  m arks.  

 

The best  teacher exam iners knew the st rengths and weaknesses of their  

students and asked quest ions accordingly. They were able to explore the 

linguist ic boundaries of their  students appropriately with unprepared 

com m ents and quest ions interspersed with a m ore standardised set  of 

quest ions around fam iliar topics.  

 

Hom e and Abroad was the m ost  popular topic, part icular for the 

photograph. I  would encourage cent res to ensure the photograph is 

explored fully before m oving on to m ore general quest ions. The best  choices 

of photograph/ im age allowed teacher exam iners to explore the photograph 

in detail.  These were often photographs with lots of act ion and people so 

that  students could be asked varied quest ions. 

 

Con d u ct  o f  t h e Sp eak in g  Ex am in at ion s 

 

Students were often well br iefed for their  opening presentat ion, scoring 

good m arks for Content  despite a significant  drop in perform ance in the 

subsequent  follow-up discussion, leading to reduced m arks for Spontaneity. 

Sim ilar ly, the best  dem onst rat ion of a range of tenses tended to surface in 

the first  conversat ion, with subsequent  referrals to past  and future tenses 

relying m ore heavily on conjugat ion of the verb ‘ir ’.  Whilst  it  is perfect ly 

acceptable to have som e quest ions in the present  tense relat ing to people in 

photographs, students m ust  show a variety of tenses in their responses. A 

com m on feature used to highlight  the preter ite, for exam ple, was a quest ion 

on who took the picture which was generally accurately const ructed.  A good 

st rategy used by a num ber of cent res consisted of the student  being asked 

to speculate what  had happened before the picture was taken and what  

they thought  would happen afterwards. The best  students were very astute 

in ensuring that  a range of tenses was included within the init ial one m inute 

presentat ion.  

 

The best  students were given the opportunity to use a wide range of 

st ructures and a full range of tenses.  Som e students with a good com m and 

of Spanish lost  m arks as they only gave brief answers to quest ions. I n order 

to achieve the top m ark for Spontaneity and Fluency students m ust  be very 

responsive to the quest ion asked, expanding the answer as m uch as 



 

possible.  Teacher exam iners should also refrain from  correct ing a student ’s 

Spanish as the student  cannot  be credited for their  response.  

 

A num ber of teachers encouraged students to show off their  full range of 

abilit ies and pushed them  appropriately with unprepared com m ents and 

quest ions, although very often others delivered a m ore standardised set  of 

quest ions around fam iliar topics with lit t le var iety or react ion to what  

students actually said. I n som e cases, the degree of rehearsal was such that  

students rout inely produced the sam e answers to the sam e quest ions.  

Cent res are to be rem inded that  the three conversat ions are m arked 

individually and independent ly and thus a range of linguist ical st ructures 

should be evident  in all three conversat ions.  

 

Teacher exam iners who only ask quest ions in the present  tense or asked 

closed quest ions also disadvantaged students at  t im es.  Quest ions such as 

‘What  is your nam e?’ or ‘When is your bir thday?’ are by their  very nature 

dem anding of a br ief answer. Often teacher exam iners st ruggled to 

form ulate quest ions and the best  teacher interviewers had clearly prepared 

thoroughly for the exam inat ion. Sim ilar ly, good pract ice am ongst  teacher 

interviewers is that  st rong students are st retched with m ore challenging 

quest ions whereas weaker students are given less dem anding quest ions. 

This can only serve to ensure that  the exam inat ion is a posit ive experience 

for the student  rather than an ordeal where they st ruggle to answer 

quest ions. There is a lot  of sym pathy for a student  who st ruggles to answer 

in the present  tense and is then faced with a ‘Si’ clause quest ion. 

 

Most  conversat ions were t im ed within the specified param eters, teachers 

should aim  to com plete the exam inat ion within the 10 m inutes;  som e 

exceeded this by up to 3 m inutes and, m ore rarely, som e recordings were 

too short ,  which end up self-penalising. Cent res are rem inded to check the 

quality of each recording ( replaying the end of each student  to check clear 

audibilit y)  and verify that  all three conversat ions have indeed been covered. 

A stopwatch which is reset  at  the beginning of each of the three topic areas 

would act  both as a check that  all areas had been covered as well as ensure 

that  t im e had been properly allocated across the test . I n addit ion, it  is 

helpful to state explicit ly when each new topic area is about  to begin ( in 

English)  both for the student  and the exam iner. 

 

Ad m in ist r a t ion  o f  t h e Ex am in at ion   

 

The adm inist rat ion of this exam inat ion was com pleted efficient ly and 

professionally by m ost  cent res.  Excellent  adm inist rat ion was carr ied out  by 

those cent res where both pages (41 and 42)  of the Specificat ion had been 

photocopied allowing exam iners to enter their  m arks appropriately, 

CDS/ USBs and casset tes had been labelled appropriately and wrapped 

carefully and the picture discussed was at tached. At taching a clearly visible 

ident ifying label to the m em ory st ick is good pract ice as m em ory st icks 

have a natural abilit y to slide out  of plast ic envelopes. The excellent  quality 

of recording that  can be reproduced by the use of digital recorders cannot  

be underest im ated and teacher exam iners would be advised that  this is the 

best  form  of recording. The m ove away from  casset tes towards CDs and 

m em ory st icks was posit ive. Cent res are rem inded that  audio casset te 



 

recordings will not  be adm issible in Sum m er 2014. Cent res m ust  also now 

use a new cover sheet  which can be found at  the back of the new 

Specificat ion.   

 

 



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on 

this link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com / iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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